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Tasmanian Devil falling prey to cancer REUTERS B

has failed to launch an immune defense response to a facial cancer decimating
populations, Australian researchers say.
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"Essentially, there are no natural barriers to the spread of the disease, so affected

New scan tests individuals must be removed from populations to stop disease transmission," said Belov.
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The study also found that the facial cancer was genetically identical in every animal and
had originated from a single contagious cell line, spread throughout the population by
biting during fights for food and mates.

The Tasmanian Devil faces extinction in 10 to 20 years due to the facial cancer, the
report said.

SEPT. 28-OCT. 4 The research by Sydney University, the University of Tasmania, the Australian Museum
and the Tasmanian government was published online by the Proceedings of the
ELSEWHERE ON THE WEB National Academy of Sciences of the United States of America.
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