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Global Implications 
of Sellafield 

4Irish Sea Coast Effect9
and Beyond

Fig.1: Windscale/Sellafield towers stand over Magnox reactors1 built in the 1950s, where Plutonium for nuclear weapons was
generated. When the ten-year-old reprocessing facility is closed, 100 tons of radioactive Plutonium must be stored. 
(Source: Macalister, T., Guardian, Feb. 15, 2009.) 
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Fig. 5: Pre-nuclear age (1911-1945)
and Nuclear Age (1945-1999) infant
mortality rates in India. Prior to 1945,
infant mortality was steadily declining
due to clean water, better health-care,
and education (1918 peak due to
Spanish influenza epidemic). After
1945, infant mortality rose and fell with
nuclear pollution levels. (Source:
Kumar, R.A., (2007), Fig. 1.)8

PEAK RELEASES WITH
GLOBAL IMPLICATIONS

Fig. 3: Octopus from the Irish Sea
near Sellafield with only 6 legs, a
rare mutation making it a
“hexapus.”  “Henry” now lives at
the Blackpool Sea Life Center in a
new exhibit called “Suckers”. 
Source: BBC, March 6, 2008.5

Fig. 4: A crab named “Clarissa” at the Anglesey Sea Zoo, with a mutation
expressed as two claws on one leg, found in a crab pot in the Irish Sea near
Sellafield. Source: BBC, August 7, 2002.6
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Fig. 6: A very rare birth defect (1/50,000-200,000 births), the “conjoined parasitic twin”
stopped developing in the womb. Parasitic twins are very rare and make up only about
10% of conjoined twin births. Source: D. Kilallea, Daily Mail, April 9, 2008.11

Fig. 7: Baby born in India with Cyclopia, a “Cyclops” or single eye in the middle of the
forehead which occurs in 1/100,000 births,15 indicative of brain and other
developmental defects.  Formation of the eyes and brain begin during the first week of
embryonic development16 Source: Carney, S., Wired, August 10, 2006.17
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Fig. 8: Lali Singh, a baby born in India with diprosopus or two faces on the same
head. It usually occurs with other congenital disorders, particularly anencephaly, neural
tube defect and cardiac malformations. Source: USAToday, April 9, 2008.23
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